MINUTES FOR THE BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS

DISTRICT NO. 1

AUGUST 9, 2017
The regular meeting of the Board of Fire Commissioners was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  Attorney Youssouf opened the meeting with the announcement required by the Open Public Meetings Act (copy attached) and salute to the flag.  There was a moment of silence for fallen soldiers, firefighters, EMS workers, etc.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Charles Dipierro
Present 



Comm. Raymond Perry
Present



Comm. Vincent DiLieto
Present    



Comm. Mark Agolia

Present



Comm. Michael Costello
Absent
Attorney Youssouf stated that the first order of business will be to open the bids received for the HVAC renovation.  Attorney Youssouf said that the bids would be made available afterwards for inspections.  The bids received were as follows:
1.  EACM CORP – 1070 Ocean Ave., Sea Bright, N.J.
 Base Bid - $263,167.00 - Bid Guarantee - $13,158.35

2. HALL BUILDING CORPORATION – 33 Main St., Farmingdale, N.J.
Base Bid - $274,400.00 - Bid Guarantee - $13,720.00
3.  INDUSTRIAL COOLING CORPORATION - 70 Liberty St., Metuchen, N.J.

 Base Bid - $145,000.00 – Bid Guarantee - $7,250.00
4.  PERFORMANCE MECHANICAL CORP. – 2400 Belmar Blvd., Wall, N.J.          
 Base Bid - $234,000.00 - Bid Guarantee – 5%
5.  ENL MECHANICAL, INC. – 264 Green Brook Rd., Green Brook, N.J.

 Base Bid - $273,000.00 - Bid Guarantee - $13,650.00

6.  AIR CONTROL TECHNOLOGY, INC. – 998 Taunton Ave., West Berlin, N.J.

 Base Bid - $252,616.00 - Bid Guarantee – 10% Bid Amount

There were no other bids submitted.  Acceptance of bids closed at 7:06 P.M.  Bids were placed on table for inspection.
Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board had 60 days to evaluate the bids.

Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto, made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular meeting held on July 12, 2017, subject to the same being provided to the public during and subsequent to this meeting.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

INSURANCE REPORT:  Comm. Dipierro stated that Bob is working on the numbers for the 2018 budget.  He is available by phone for any questions.
CHIEF’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero was present and gave his report (attached).  Chief Pipero stated that 51-1 has been out for 2 months for repairs.  There have been some major issues with it.  A discussion followed.

Chief Pipero said that August 19 is Recruitment Day.  He invited all the Commissioners to attend.

.

Chief Pipero stated that there were a lot of classes at the I-Chief Conference.  He brought back a lot of information.  Wildwood will be coming up.  They will need $600 each for the Chief and another fireman and 2 Commissioners.

Chief Pipero said that they are tight on gear but he would like to bring in more volunteers.  The President needs to cut those that are not active.  A discussion followed.
FIRE PREVENTION REPORT:  Ernie was present and gave report (attached).  Ernie stated that they are where they should be inspection wise.  The web-site went down briefly, but it is back up.
Ernie said that last month they informed the Board about the new CO regulations. They will be getting a guide to follow.  Ernie said that he will be meeting with the other two districts so that they are all on the same page.  A discussion followed.

Ernie stated that National Night Out was a success.  They were able to answer a lot of questions due to the increase in manpower.
Ernie said that the trailer was brought in for Recruitment Day.  Mike and Dave are going through the trailer to complete minor repairs.  There was a discussion on the trailer. Chief Pipero said that it should be kept inside.  The trailer was split between the 3 Districts.

The trailer will be scheduled to be at the Octoberfest at the Rec Center on 10/22/17 and at Mill Lake School, 10/11. 10/12, and 10/13,  Woodland, Academy Learning and Day Care are in process of being scheduled.

Ernie said that they do inspections in the schools in April, and then they do a walk through before school starts to make sure any needed repairs were done.

Comm. Dipierro said that it sounds like the School Board will be getting trailers for next year.  The trailers are leased for only 5 years.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro told Ernie to be prepared and stay on top of the schools.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Chief Pipero stated that there is an issue with the detector in the old building in the attic.  The wire is damaged.  It must be repaired.
LEGAL REPORT:  Attorney Youssouf stated that he found out that the Governor signed the law regarding fire district elections.  It gives the right to the Commissioners to move the Fire election to the November ballot.  If you choose that option, the only thing you have to vote on is the Commissioners.  The Governor’s objective was that he wanted the Fire Districts to merge, but the decision to merge is between the Commissioners.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that the danger is real if you move your election to November. It is probable that the political parties will use the Commissioner’s position as stepping stones to other positions. A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf discussed the case of Robert Verry v. Franklin Fire District #1.  The Court decided that Franklin Fire District had to provide Mr. Verry with the information he requested in his OPRA request.  The GRC unanimously adopted the conclusion that the MVFD serves as a governmental function under the supervision and control of the District and is therefore a public agency subject to OPRA.  The fire district in which the OPRA request was made was obliged to release such documents in its possession or to obtain them from a member of the volunteer fire company under its supervision and release them.

Attorney Youssouf stated that if the Board receives an OPRA request for records from the Volunteer Fire Company we are obligated to give what is requested.

Attorney Youssouf said that he had previously suggested that the Board receive a financial report from the Volunteer Fire Company.  The Volunteer Fire Company is subject to OPRA as well as the Board of Fire Commissioners.  A discussion followed.

Attorney Youssouf stated that the Board received a quote form Stewart Signs in the amount of $20,203.96.  Since the amount is over $17,500, it is a biddable project based on documentation.  Attorney Youssouf said that he would put together a bid/
Attorney Youssouf stated that he has been working with Safety Vision trying to make sense of what we are bidding for cameras.  Putting this together is very difficult.  Everything listed is very specific.  A discussion followed.

It was suggested that just the trucks be equipped with the cameras to reduce the cost to get it below the bid threshold of $17,500.  The cameras would be on the engine, ladder, rescue and brush truck.  Chief Pipero said that they do not need to put it on the ladder, but he does want it on the rescue truck.  A discussion followed.
Attorney Youssouf said that once the cost is below the bid threshold, they would just have to solicit 3 quotes.  They would ask for them, but did not have to get them.

Attorney Youssouf stated that he received the following documents from Santorini Construction pertaining to the new firehouse:
1.  Consent of Surety Company to final payment.

2.  Certificate of Substantial completion

3.  Contractor’s Affidavit of Release of Liens

4.  Contractor’s Affidavit of payment of Debts and Claims

5.  Certificate of Guarantee

ACCOUNTANT’S REPORT: Joe Massoni was present and gave his report.  Joe stated that the monthly financial report was sent to the Commissioners.  Overall things are going extremely well, but they have to keep an eye out on what is coming up as far as money.  Comm. Dipierro said that we should be in good shape when we get the next check.
Joe told Chief  Pipero to start to spec out equipment he may need.

Ernie reported that their Life hazards will be increased by 28%.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro asked Joe what was left in the Building Account.  Joe stated that $215,000 is left for the next phase, but some things can be moved to another line item.

Comm. Dipierro stated that we have to make sure money is available before we agree on bids.  A discussion followed.

Comm. Dipierro said that we should get a service contract for the furnace to maintain the building.  He suggested that we get a quote for a service contract.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Comm. Agolia read the list of bills to be paid.  They were as follows:

Agri Tech Maintenance - $176.98




0-8
Amanda’s Web – $100.00





A-8
Absolute Fire Protection - $2,485.91



0-15
A Cut Above Landscaping - $1,450
; $500; $140, $1,000

0-8
Alert-All - $2,179





0-4
Auto King Parts & Supplies - $84.82



0-15
Better Living - $36.63





0-8
Cintas - $423.00





0-8
Confires Fire Protection - $155.80; $444.51



0-8
Dot Designing LLC - $1,372.50; 2,490; $2,800


0-4
Eastern Termite and Pest Control - $72



0-8
ESI Equipment - $28.75





0-15
First Responder Joint Insurance Fund - $19,955 – 2nd installment
A-7
FSM = $6,169 – Accounting services



A-11
G.C. Automotive - $424.72





0-15





Grainger - $153.56; $224.40





0-8. 0-4
Great American Financial Service - $248.41



A-8



Home News Tribune - $87.80 – Bid Notice HVAC


A-1
JCP&L - $1,545.70  & $1,645.24




0-8
Main Electric - $7,982.10





0-8
MTUD - $43,312.50– HYDRANTS



A-6


Lonnie Pipero - $1,200 – I-Chief conference



0-16


N,J, American Water Co. - $180.40; $180.40


A-6
Plosia Cohen LLC - $11,147.50





A-11
PSE&G - $79.18





0-8
Jack Purvis - $4,256.13





A-11
Postmaster - $49.00





A-8
RumZdad - $1,320





0-7
State of New Jersey - $16.50 – 2016 CIF assessment


A-12d
Standard Waste - $240





0-8
T&M Associates - $2,537.50 – signal preemption


A-11
Verizon Wireless - $807.28





A-7
Watts Electric, LLC - $3,475; $7,500



0-8
Witmer Public Safety - $493.10





0-15





W.B. Mason - $419.36; $103.92





0-8
TOTAL:  $132,394.60

FIRE PREVENTION:

Alert-All Corp. - $318;  $410 





F-3
Verizon - $894.61  old firehouse




F-3
Verizon - $858.59   new firehouse




F-3
Ernie  Zih - $229.55 - reimbursement



F-3

TOTAL:  $2,710.75

There was a discussion on the Verizon bills.  Ernie said that he would look into the accounts.
Comm. Perry, seconded by Comm. DiLieto made a motion to pay the bills read.                              
ROLL CALL:

Comm. Dipierro
Aye  



Comm. Perry

Aye

Comm. DiLieto
Aye

Comm. Agolia

Aye

OLD BUSINESS: Comm. Dipierro said that the spoke with Mike at JCP&L about the lights.  They will be LED’s and they will be white.  A discussion followed.
NEW BUSINESS:  Comm. Dipierro stated that the sump pump was installed.
Comm. Agolia asked  about the modifications to Brandy Place for the firetrucks.  Comm. Dipierro said that he had not heard anything further on this matter.

CORRESPONDENCE:  None
MEETING OPENED TO PUBLIC:   No comments.
Attorney Youssouf read Resolution to go into Executive session.

Comm. DiLieto, seconded by Comm. Agolia, made a motion to adopt the resolution to go into Executive session to discuss Attorney-Client privileged matters and pending litigation.

ROLL CALL:

Comm. Agolia

Aye



Comm. Perry

Aye



Comm. Dipierro
Aye





Comm. DiLieto
Aye
Public Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM
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